proffered as a parable or a picture. Pushing this to its extreme
limit, and allowing nothing for the changes of scene or time or
race, my parents read injunctions to the Corinthian converts
without any suspicion that what was apposite in dealing with
half-breed Achaian colonists of the first century might not
exactly apply to respectable English men and women of the
nineteenth. They took it, text by text, as if no sort of difference
existed between the surroundings of Trimalchion's feast7 and
those of a City dinner. Both my parents, 1 think, were devoid
of sympathetic imagination; in my Father, I am sure, it was
singularly absent. Hence, although their faith was so strenuous
that many persons might have called it fanatical, there was no
mysticism about them. They went rather to the opposite ex-
treme, to the cultivation of a rigid and iconoclastic litcralncss.
This was curiously exemplified in the very lively interest
which they both took in what is called *the interpretation of
prophecy*,8 and particularly in unwrapping the dark sayings
bound up in the Book of Revelation. In their impartial survey
of the Bible, they came to this collection of solemn and splendid
visions, sinister and obscure, and they had no intention of
allowing these to be merely stimulating to the fancy, or vaguely
doctrinal in symbol. When they read of seals broken and of
vials poured forth, of the star which was called Wormwood
that fell from Heaven, and of men whose hair was as the hair
of women and their teeth as the teeth of lions, they did not
admit for a moment that these vivid mental pictures were of a
poetic character, but they regarded them as positive statements,
in guarded language, describing events which were to happen,
and could be recognized when they did happen. It was the
explanation, the perfectly prosaic and positive explanation, of
all these wonders which drew them to study the Habershons
and the Newtons whose books they so much enjoyed. They
were helped by these guides to recognize in wild Oriental
visions direct statements regarding Napoleon III and Pope
Pius IX and the King of Piedmont, historic figures which they
conceived as foreshadowed, in language which admitted of
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